10 CSS Tips by Dave Reeder
1) Always use a Doctype declaration:

i.e. 

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional.dtd">

I’d recommend XHTML 1.0 transitional.  Strict is very strict, you can’t even use target=”_blank”


The Doctype affects how the page renders.

Use the same one to avoid CSS properties changing depending on doctype. i.e. no Doctype changes the affect of    * {margin: 0; padding: 0}  etc.

2) If margin doesn’t work, try padding.  Margin on the top of an object can actually push a DIV down etc.

3) If you are having trouble with inheritance in your stylesheet you can override it with the important! Rule:

i.e.  input {background-color: #fff !important}
4) Start on the right foot.  If you are able to set some key styles at the start of the stylesheet then you will have a shorter stylesheet that is easier to manage and easier to diagnose problems:

          i.e
* {margin: 0; padding: 0; border: 0; font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif}



ol, ul {font-size: 0.75em; margin-left: 25px}
5) Beware of ems. ems are a good unit because they resize in Internet Explorer when you increase text size.  px values don’t, so as a result the website will fail one of the most basic of Accessibility requirements.

However, ems can be a pain to work with if you are not aware of what they are doing.

For example, if you have the following styles in your CSS:

p {font-size: 0.75em}

a {font-size: 0.75em}


You will end up with something like this:


Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Duis ac purus.


i.e. the text in the <a> tag is very small because you have specified the <a> tag to be 0.75em of 0.75ems because the <a> resides inside the <p> tag and inherits the <p> tags size of 0.75em.


i.e.  0.75em x 0.75em = 0.5625em

6) Clear Divs.  The CSS box model has some “interesting features” that can make it difficult to work with.  One of these is Collapsing margins.  If you float a div and have another one not floated then you might find that top and bottom margins have no affect and  your divs end up touching.
This can sometimes be fixed by putting {clear: both} in your style for one the of divs.  This tells it to clear floated divs from both the right and left of the other.  But more effectively, you can insert a div which has the sole purpose of clearing space between the 2 conflicting divs:


div.clear {clear: both}

And in the HTML:


<div id=”conflicting-div1”>content</div>


<div class=”clear”></div>


<div id=”conflicting-div2”>content</div>


The clear div acts like a referee in a boxing match, breaking up the two divs that are jammed together!

7) Do you want a div in the middle of the screen?  Well just do this:
div#centre {position: absolute; left: 50%; top: 50%}
WRONG!
If only it was that easy.  Luckily, there is a way, do this instead:

http://www.wpdfd.com/editorial/thebox/deadcentre4.html
8) Heights.  Heights are a pain in CSS.  It’s best to avoid them if possible and let the content push the div to the required height.  If you set a height and the content expands beyond that height, some browsers will let the div grow, others won’t and the content or its background will be clipped.
You can have columns of equal height using the faux columns technique:

http://www.alistapart.com/articles/fauxcolumns/
9) Position relative, and position: absolute.  By default, position: absolute on an object will cause it to be positioned relative to the browser window.
Consider div A and div B:

<body>


<div id=”A”>



<div id=”B”>



</div>

</div>


</body>
For div B to be positioned 20px right and 10px from the top of div A, you need to add position: relative to div A in the CSS:

div#A {position: relative}

div#B {position: absolute; top: 10px; right: 20px}

10) Use Firebug.  On larger projects when mixing Front End Developers with Back End Developers, Firebug has been an absolute necessity.

Styling AJAX controls etc in the CSS is a nightmare that Firebug helps to improve with its inspection tool that can show you where padding, margin and width styles are coming from.

